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Freemasonry Is Not Always Serious
Foreword...

  

O
ne would think that Freemasonry is
always serious. Not so. 
Occasionally, we Masons must take

a step back from all of the pomp and
circumstance, to rest and refresh ourselves with
stories that may cause a laugh, a chuckle, a
snicker, a guffaw, or even a groan.  Maybe such
reactions will result from your review of this
edition, which challenges our members to look
on the bright side of life (cue Spamalot here.).
Maybe not.

Nevertheless, it has been a practice of this
editor to substitute such tales, or flights of fancy1,
in April editions in the past in lieu of the
Masonic Education and Ideals normally
included.  However, all mirth aside, the edition
also includes some of the usual serious stuff as
well.  You will have to decide what is true and
what is fiction.

There is history to this kind of edition. 
According to the National Day Calendar at
https://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-d
ay/april-fools-day-april-1 :

“ Newspapers, television, radio, and social
media have had their fun on April Fools' Day.
Check out all this April 1 foolishness:

 Times of London reported in 1992 that
Belgium was negotiating to join Holland.

 The Evening Star of Islington advertised in
1864 a display of donkeys at the Agricultural
Hall the next day. Those who arrived early soon
realized who the donkeys on display really were.

 In 1950, The Progress in Clearfield,
Pennsylvania, published a picture of a UFO
flying over the town. Claiming to have "scooped"
larger publications of the first-ever published
picture of a real flying saucer. 

  In 2008, the BBC presented a documentary
on flying penguins.”

So, there you have it.  Please enjoy the read.
Fraternally, 
Bro. David I. Karp, Editor
PS Some readers, who haven’t taken the path

through the three Masonic degrees, or some of
them, will not understand the entries fully.  If so,
you may hang onto this edition until you become
a Master Mason.

1“An idea, narrative, suggestion, etc.,
which is extremely imaginative and which
appears to be entirely unrealistic, untrue, or
impractical....” 
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/flight of fancy 
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Medieval Masons

E
ditor’s note: The following is reprised
from our April 2021 edition simply
because I like it! 

Medieval Masons moved freely from place to
place in order to construct the great edifices of
the era. They went where there was employment. 
See,
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval-e
ngland/medieval-masons/ .  

Wherever they went, a Master Mason
oversaw the work of the other masons, glaziers,
and craftsmen:

"He would work in what was known as the
Mason's Lodge. All important building sites
would have such a building that served as a
workshop and a drawing office from which all
the work on the building site was organised.
Anyone who arrived at the building site and
claimed that they were a master mason would be
tested by the Master Mason and by master
masons already working on the site. By doing
this they ensured that quality was maintained 
and that they would have a good chance of future
building work." Id.

Roslyn Chapel, a 15th-century structure
located in the village of Roslin, Midlothian,
Scotland, likely was one of those building sites
where such a Mason's Lodge was located nearby. 
There is some speculation that Roslyn Chapel is
connected to Freemasonry, the Knights Templar,
and the Holy Grail.  See,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosslyn Chapel .
There is even a legend that an Entered
Apprentice was murdered there. 
https://freemasonrymatters.co.uk/latest-news-free
masonry/rosslyn-chapel-the-apprentice-pillar/ .

Less well known than the foregoing murder is
the incident of the bee hive discovered at the
Mason's Lodge.  Masonic tradition informs us
that a well established beehive was located under
its eaves.  In the rage that resulted from the EA's
murder, the hive was dislodged.  Most of the
angry bees followed the animated masons away

from the lodge as they scurried for their own
protection.  One bee remained.

She entered the Lodge, where the Master
Mason and one other craftsman were poring over
the designs on the trestle board.  The overly large
bee buzzed around and ultimately landed upon
the trestle board itself, whereupon the Master
Mason, a man of few words, struck it with his
setting maul.

Upon the demise of the insect, the craftsmen
acknowledged the deed, simply saying "amen." 
The Master Mason lookup up, grinned, and said,
"Smote it. Bee."  The rest is history.

Jubilee and the Liberty Bell

M
any Masons have made a
pilgrimage to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to see and tour the

immense Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, an
architectural wonder with special meaning.
https://pamasonictemple.org/tour-hours/ .  Not
far from there is the Liberty Bell Center, where
one will find the actual Liberty Bell on display.
https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/libertybe
llcenter.htm . It, too, has special meaning for
Masons and is worth the visit.

“The Liberty Bell bears a timeless message:
‘Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto
All the Inhabitants thereof.’”
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/st
ories-libertybell.htm . 

[Continues on next page, see “Jubilee”]
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[“Aging,” continued from page 6]
 similar issues. By then, Bob’s woodworking

abilities had waned. Mary would do her best to
take his place as handy-woman, but that didn’t
always work.

One day, as Mary opened the kitchen window
while baking, the window simply fell apart.  The
needed repair was beyond her abilities and she
called out to Bob.  Bro. Bob couldn’t fix it either.

In frustration he called out: “Is there no help
for the windows, hon?”

He laughed when he realized what he said.
Then he called a carpenter for the fix.

The Undertaker

B
rother Don B. Lowe, a member of
Good Samaritan Lodge No. 336 (GL
PA) at Gettysburg

(https://www.gettysburgfreemasons.org/ ), was
an undertaker by trade. Today we might refer to
him as a funeral director or mortician, but
undertaker might be the right designation for the
mid 19th century.  Among other things, Bro.
Lowe was well known for the Masonic Funerals
he conducted.

It was July 1863 and residents of the small
town of Gettysburg, including its population of
Freemasons, began to notice an influx of a great
number of soldiers, many of them Masons, both
from the North and the South. Id. A battle was
brewing and Bro. Lowe realized that he had his
work ahead of him.

On the third day of battle, one Mason, CSA
Brigadier General Lewis Armistead, mortally
wounded, was aided by another Brother, US
Captain Henry Bingham. They are now
remembered by way of the “Friend to Friend”
Masonic Memorial (see,
https://gettysburg.stonesentinels.com/other-monu
ments/friend-to-friend-masonic-memorial/ ).

After Bro. Armistead laid down his working
tools, his body was brought to Bro. Don B. Lowe
for undertaking, and of course, Bro. Lowe
immediately knelt for the benefit of prayer.
Why?

Because no Mason should ever enter into any
great or important undertaking without first
asking the blessings of the Great Architect of the
Universe.

Now For the Real Stuff:

H
ere is the golf tournament flyer:
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From the East

H
ello Brethren, I hope this message
finds each of you doing well.

I would like to begin by extending
my heartfelt congratulations to Brother William
C. Raddatz, whom we all know and appreciate as
Brother Bill, on reaching this remarkable
milestone. Achieving 50 years of dedicated
service to our Craft is no small accomplishment,
it is a true testament to his commitment,
character, and unwavering devotion to the
principles of Freemasonry.

It was both an honor and a privilege to be
present and take part in his Golden Veterans
Award ceremony. To witness such a significant
moment in Brother Bill’s Masonic journey was
truly inspiring. It also served as a meaningful
reminder of the legacy we each strive to build
within our Lodge and beyond.

Brother Bill’s years of service reflect not only
longevity, but a life lived in accordance with
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. His example
reminds us of the importance of perseverance,
humility, and dedication to something greater
than ourselves.

On behalf of Clarence F. Smith Daylight
Lodge No. 866, I extend my sincere appreciation
and gratitude to Brother Bill for his many years
of faithful service. We are better as a Lodge
because of Brothers like him.

I wish Brother Bill continued success, good
health, and happiness in his personal life, as well
as in his continued Masonic journey. May the
years ahead be filled with peace, fulfillment, and
the same light he has so clearly brought to our
Craft.

Congratulations once again, Brother Bill.
Fraternally yours,
Wor. Joseph Chavez
Master

From the West

G
reetings from the West.

Brethren,
I hope that everyone had a blessed

and joyful spring season. As quickly as this year
is flying by, I hope that we all take some time to
reflect on brotherly love, relief and truth as
brotherhood in Freemasonry has given us all. I
would like to thank Bro. David Karp, for his
Masonic education, it was a great learning
experience, as well as a wonderful opportunity
for me to spend some quality time with our new
members in the lodge.

Also I would like to congratulate Bros. Rolly
Lagsa, Wynn Apao, Tony Bon and Ernie
Reutotar on your outstanding achievement in
delivering the long form proficiency. Your
dedication, discipline and commitment to the
Craft are truly commendable. Mastering and
presenting these proficiencies is no small task; it
reflects not only your knowledge, but your
perseverance and deep respect for Masonic

[continues on next page, see “West”]

April Birthdays: Bro. Allan M.; Bro. Rolly
L.; Bro. Michael McQuaig; Bro. Ely A.; Bro.
Martin M.; Bro. Ryan L.; WB. Gerald A.,
PM.; Bro. Nestor M. Happy Birthday
Brethren !



9 Clarence F. Smith Daylight Lodge No. 866, F.&A.M. 14750 Sherman Way, Van Nuys,
CA 91405 Ed: davidikarp@karpmediation.com                                                     A   p  r i l    2  0  2  6 

[“West,” continued from page 8]
 tradition. Your efforts uphold the rich

heritage of our fraternity and inspire others to
strive for excellence. May this accomplishment
be one of many milestones in your continued
journey in Masonry.

Last, but certainly not least, we honor and
congratulate Bro. Bill Raddatz on the
extraordinary milestone of your 50th year of
dedicated Masonic service. Your enduring
commitment to the principles of our Craft stands
as a shining example to all who have had the
privilege to call you Brother.

Through five decades of steadfast devotion,
you have embodied the true spirit of Freemasonry
demonstrating brotherly love, relief, and truth in
both word and deed. Your legacy is woven into
the very fabric of the Lodge, and your influence
will continue to guide and inspire generations to
come.

May this golden anniversary serve as a
reflection of a life well lived in service to others
and may you continue to enjoy the respect,
admiration, and fellowship you so richly deserve.

Having said all of this, I sincerely hope that
you all enjoy each month’s trestle board as much
as I do. Let’s all share in camaraderie as we’ve
been charged to do and spread that brotherly love
to all our members.

Fraternally,
Bro. Roland Cortel
Senior Warden

From the South

G
reetings from the South!

Brethren, 
Allow me to extend my sincere

thanks to the Treasurer of our lodge Bro. Ely
Ayao, who  graciously extended his cable tow by
opening his home for our stated meeting lunch.
My  gratitude as well to our Senior Warden Bro.
Roland Cortel, for going the extra mile in 
providing the food that nourished both the minds
and bodies of our brothers.  

For our next stated meeting, the Junior
Warden’s station is open to any food suggestions
the brethren may have  so long as they remain
within our budget. No fancy foods whatsoever
are necessary; simplicity served with Brotherly
Love is more than enough.

I also encourage all brethren to extend a
warm hand to everyone who enters our Lodge as
guests, visitors, and Brethren from other lodges
alike. A simple gesture of fellowship  reflects the
true spirit of our Craft and strengthens the bonds
that unite us.

To the Officer’s line, I respectfully remind
each of you to make time to work on your 
qualifications. Our Lodge thrives when its
officers are prepared, confident, and committed 
to their stations.

To the Brethren who aspire to serve as future
officers, I encourage you to approach me with 
courage and openness. If you have the desire to
advance, let me know your intentions. I am  here
to guide you, support you, and assist you in your
continued journey in Masonry. May Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth will always prevail.

Thank you.
Fraternally yours,
Archimedes “Kim” Cabanig, PM
Junior Warden 




