
August Trestle Board
(We meet in person each month on the first
and third Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM
at the Van Nuys Masonic Center, except as
otherwise noted. Always subject to change.)

August 2, 2025  10AM Masonic
Education/11AM, Stated Meeting/Degree. 
Lunch donation $15/person.
August 9, 2025  Charity Comm. Mtg.
August 16, 2025  10AM-2PM Annual
Fundraising Brunch
August 23, 2025  Fellowship/Practice
August 30, 2025 
Practice/Fellowship/Degree

Please check our online calender at
https://clarencefsmith.org/events/ or Messenger
for changes, updates and future events.

In the Daylight
Clarence F. Smith Daylight Lodge No. 866, F.&A.M. 
14750 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 91405 
Ed: davidikarp@karpmediation.com 

August 2025

Masonic Relief (Charity)
Foreword...

S
ome readers of this newsletter are
aware that I generally begin preparing
and writing more than a month in

advance, when inspiration strikes for a theme. 
The inspiration for this newsletter came to me
before May 2025. Let me explain.

Certainly I am aware, as you must be too,
that Masonic Relief “is one of our fraternity's
enduring and relevant values.” See,
https://freemason.org/masonic-charities/ . In
May, I received notice of an event highlighting
Masonic Relief from a Washington, D.C. Lodge
(I am on its email list), as follows:

“William R. Singleton-Hope-Lebanon Lodge
No. 7 / Stated Communication, Thursday, May
1·6:30  9:30pm [...] [¶] Program: Join Singleton
No. 7 as we host a night dedicated to Masonic
relief. During our May Stated Communication,
we are honored to host representatives from the
Scouts of America [sic] "Scouting CARES"
Program, the Navy and Marine Corps Relief
Society, and the Grand Almoner for the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbia. These
representatives will share details on their
respective charitable initiatives and how Masonic
relief would be put to use should donations be
made. Their presentations will inform the
Brethren of Singleton on Singleton's charitable
initiative this year. What's more, visiting
Brethren may also benefit from learning more
about these worthy causes.”

What a great idea that was!  So, for this
month, let us focus on Masonic Relief as did

Singleton Lodge in May, but here in writing
rather than in person.  I know this is a topic of
prior newsletters, but it is worthwhile revisiting
“charity” as it is one of the building blocks of
good men who are inspired to become better
men.

Some of the entries herein are Masonic in
nature, some quasi religious ( because many of
our ethics as Masons come from a religious
foundation).  Even so, Masonic Relief applies to
all of us.  Please enjoy this edition.

Fraternally,
Bro. David I. Karp, Editor.
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CFS Daylight’s Officers for 2025
Worshipful Master  Bro. Gerald J. Alvarez
Senior Warden   Bro. Joseph (“Joe”)  R.
Chavez
Junior Warden  Bro. Roland (“Letroc”)
Cortel
Treasurer  Bro. Ely Ayao 
Secretary  Bro. Akram Al-Awar
Asst. Secretary  
Bro. Thomas (“Tom”)  K. Sheehan
Chaplain   
WB Archimedes (“Kim”)  S. Cabanig, PM 
Senior Deacon  Bro. Lloyd Donasco, Sr.
Junior Deacon   Bro. Elvis L. Alvarez
Senior Steward  Bro. Ibrahem Hannoun
 Junior Steward  Bro. Marvin De Guzman
Marshal  Bro. Mkhitar (“Mike”) Mkrtchyan
Organist  Bro. Earl Austria
Tiler  WB Fernando (“Jhonny”) Lebrilla PM
Officers’ Coach  
WB Archimedes (“Kim”)  S. Cabanig, PM 
Candidates’ Coach  Bro. Aldrin Perez
Inspector  WB Leland H. Celestre, PM

Contact information:
Master: 
Worshipful Gerald J. Alvarez

Secretary:
Brother Akram Al-Awar

Masonic Charity

E
ditor’s Note:  The following is quoted
from the Handbook for Candidates
Coaches. Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of

California (1962), pp. 33-35.
“We are reminded ... that ‘And though I

bestow all my goods to feed the poor, it profiteth
me nothing.’

“Charity has nothing in particular to do with
the rich.  Any person, however poor he may be,
who has charity in his heart is blessed, for he
practices it in various little ways in spite of his
slender means.

“The members of California lodges are not
rich.  Yet their works of charity stand for all to
see.  Even as, in 1850, the Masons of Sacramento
cared for the sick and destitute during an
epidemic, individual Masons are expected to
extend their love to and help all mankind.

“As a lasting evidence of our concern for our
own Brethren, two Masonic Homes have been
established [in Union City and Covina, see next
article]....

“The duty of a Mason to relieve the
distressed is further exemplified in our program
of aid for sojourners from outside the state....

“Truly, for the Candidate [for the Degrees]
who asks ‘What purpose does Masonry serve,’
we have here the answer.  To care for our own, to
aid the distressed, to teach that charity extends
beyond the grave, shows the great purpose of our
association, one with another.”
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The Masonic Homes

E
ditor’s Note:   The following is quoted
from
https://masonichome.org/mhc-eligibilit

y/ .  
“For more than 125 years, the Masonic

Homes of California have provided members of
our fraternal family with relief and care when
they need it most. From the organization’s
beginnings as a home for Masonic widows and
orphans, through its expansion into senior care,
assisted living, and memory care; as well as the
advancement of its children’s program into
today’s Masonic Center for Youth and Families;
and the growth of Masonic Outreach Services,
the Masonic Homes of California’s story has
been one of constant change.

Now, the Masonic Homes is beginning
another chapter in its story and continuing its
history of evolving to meet the changing needs of
its members.

In recognition of the changing landscape of
senior care, the board of trustees of the Masonic
Homes of California has announced that entry
into the Masonic Homes of California’s
retirement communities will now be open to
more members of our fraternal family, including
Prince Hall Masons, than ever before. That
includes, for the first time:

   Parents and parents-in-law of California
Masons and Prince Hall Masons

   Master Masons with less than five years’
membership in a California lodge

  Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft
Masons in a California lodge. 

In many cases, entry into the Masonic Homes
of California’s retirement communities in Union
City and Covina is now available to these groups
on an “assignment-of-assets” contract, meaning
the cost is partially underwritten through
Masonic relief dollars. In other cases, services
will be available on a “fee-for-service” contract.

The result is that more California Masons
and their families will have access to the expert
care and services that have made the Masonic
Homes of California the “jewel in the crown of
California Masonry” for more than a century.

[More information is available for those in
need on the web page first cited above.]

“The Greatest of these is
Charity”

E
ditor’s Note: This is from the Monitor
and Officers’ Manual, Grand Lodge of
California (1989) at p.  18.  You might

hear the following in Lodge!
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and

of angels, and have not charity, I am become as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

“And though I have the gift of prophesy, and
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

[continues on next page, see “Greatest”]
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Giving Anonymously: “A man who gives
charity in secret is greater than Moses our
teacher.” Rabbi Eleazar [A Talmudic
Scholar] in talmudic tractate Bava Batra (9b)

Encouraging Good-Doers: “He who
stimulates others to do good is greater than
the doer.” Ibid. (9a).

A World of Kindness: “He who executes
charity and justice is regarded as though he
had filled the entire world with kindness.” 
Rabbi Eleazar in talmudic tractate Sukka
(49b).

Source: Kolatch, Alfred J. Great Jewish
Quotations. New York: Jonathan David
Publishers, Inc., 1996, at p. 123.

Masonic Recognition

Past Masters of Clarence F. Smith
Daylight Lodge No. 866, F. & A.M.

Steven A. Wolvek (2017-2018)
Rogelio (“Roger”)  L. Soriano (2019)
Celso V. Cardano, Jr. (2020-2021)
Edgar  O. Yeghiazaryan (2022)
Fernando (“Jhonny”) O. Lebrilla, Jr. (2023)
Spartak (“Spo”)  Khachatryan (2024)
 

Past Masters by Affiliation
Archimedes (“Kim”)  S. Cabanig, (2021)
Celso V. Cardano, Jr. (2012)
Omar Cervantes (2021)
Emmanuel D. Espiritu (2014)
Bruce L. Ewald (2004-2006)
Bruce L. Hawley (1984)*
Luc Paul, Jr. (2018)

Past Masters who are “Honorary
Members”

Jovito (“Jovi”) R. Rivera (2017)
Timoteo (“Tim”) Zuniga (2020)

Hiram Award (for dedicated Service)
Akram Al-Awar (2024)
Archimedes (“Kim”)  S. Cabanig (2022)
Celso V. Cardano, Jr. (2022) 
Keith S. Cotton (2017)
Bruce L. Ewald, PM (2011)
Bruce L. Hawley, PM (2000)*
David I. Karp (2020)
Barry Mann (2021)
John T. Seletos (2017)
Thomas K. Sheehan (2014)
Rogelio L. Soriano, PM  (2018)
Steven A. Wolvek, PM (2019)
* Deceased.

[“Greatest is Charity,” continued from p. 3]
“And though I bestow all my goods to feed

the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity.” (1st

Cor. 13:1-7 and 13)
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[Stated Meeting, July 12, 2025]

From the East

B
rethren:

Here is an explanation that will
illuminate the following messages

from our Senior and Junior Wardens.  The quote
is from the website of the Supreme Pyramid
Ancient Egyptian Order of Sciots at
https://www.sciots.org/ . 

“Sciotry is a Masonic Organization
established in 1905 dedicated to uniting all
Master Masons in a closer bond of Friendship,
Fellowship and Cooperation. Our Motto is “To
help each other in the accomplishment of honest
endeavors” and to spread the doctrine of
“BOOST ONE ANOTHER,” Supporting The
Sciots Foundation, helping children with
Autism.” ALL Master Masons in good standing
are eligible to join a Sciot Pyramid. Applications
are available at 
https://www.sciots.org/membership/  

Fraternally, Wor. Gerald J. Alvarez, Master,
in absentia (by Bro. David I. Karp, Ed.)

From the West

H
ello Brethren,

I would like to thank everyone
again for helping out in making our

golf tournament a success. Just know that
without your help, our fundraisers would not run
as smoothly as they do.

On Saturday, July 19th, I had the pleasure
and honor of attending a wonderful ceremony
hosted by The Ancient Egyptian Order of Sciots
at The Elysian Masonic Temple. This was an
annual event for the presentation of the
Cornerstone Award, given to those Brethren who
have been chosen by their Worshipful Masters
for their great efforts and dedication. Brother
Ely, I congratulate you for your commitment and
dedication and hope to have many more
moments like this to cherish.

I would also like to give "kudos" to all the
brethren who take the time to support and
dedicate themselves for the betterment of our
lodge and for the support of our master.  In
addition, I would also like to thank the applicants
and Brethren who took the time to accompany
me to the Grand Master's breakfast. It was a very
memorable experience. As always, I would like
to thank Brother David for his patience, support
and dedication, I'm looking forward to our next
Masonic education.  Thank you.

Sincerely and Fraternally yours,
Joseph Chavez
Senior Warden
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From the South

G
reetings Brethren,

I hope everyone has enjoyed a
blessed and joyful summer season. As

quickly as this year is flying by, I encourage each
of us to take a moment to reflect on the many
blessings that Freemasonry has brought into our
lives. The lifelong bonds of friendship, brotherly
love, and the sense of family we share are
treasures to be both cherished and enjoyed.

I want to thank Bro. David Karp for his
Masonic Education presentation regarding “The
Perfect Points of Entrance;” it was not only a
valuable learning experience but also a
wonderful opportunity to spend quality time with
our new members in the lodge. Also I would like
to congratulate Bro. Ely Ayao on his prestigious
Cornerstone Award for his dedication to Masonic
Services.

I encourage you all to continue growing in
Masonic knowledge through the years or simply
engaging in meaningful conversations with the
officers of the lodge and our well informed
brethren.

That said, I sincerely hope you enjoy this
summer as much as I do as I work in the attic and
on rooftop. Let us continue sharing in fellowship,
as we’ve been charged to do and extend our
gratitude of brotherly love to all our members
and other lodges. May you all have a relaxing
and enjoyable summer with your family and
friends, we are all deserve time to unwind. I look
forward to seeing you all in the lodge.

Fraternally yours,
Bro. Roland Cortel
Junior Warden

Some Final Thoughts on Charity

F
rom Kolatch, Great Jewish Quotations,
supra, at p. 300:

“There are eight degrees in the
giving of charity.  They are as follows, from the
least to the most desirable:

 He who gives reluctantly, or with regret.
 He who gives less than he should, but gives

graciously.
 He who gives what he should, but only

after he is asked.
 He who gives before he is asked.
 He who gives without knowing to whom he

gives, although the recipient may know the
identity of the donor.

 He who gives without making his identity
known.

 He who gives without knowing to whom he
gives, and the recipient not knowing from whom
he receives.

 He who helps a fellowman to support
himself by a gift, or a loan, or by finding
employment for him, thus helping him to become
self-supporting.”

Source: Moses Maimonides [1135-1204,
Spanish rabbi, physician, scholar, philosopher,
author,] from his Mishneh Torah Hilchot Matnot
Aniyim (10:8-13).

From Rosten, Leo. Leo Rosten’s Carnival of
Wit. New York: A Dutton Book, 1994. Print. p.
82:

“He belongs to so many benevolent societies
that he is destitute.” Edgar Watson (“Ed”)
Howe.

“The longest road in the world is the one that
leads from your pocket.”   Anonymous.

“If charity cost nothing, the world would be
full of philanthropists.”  Jewish Saying.

“To give little with a smile is better than to
give much with a frown.”   Anonymous




